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Hello Friends, 
here’s how to make sure 
you don't miss any copies 

of Farthing Wood Friends! - 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 
PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 
telephone 0424 755755. 
You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first 
copy you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or 

_ credit card. 


| all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 1, 
5 and every fourth part after that. Each 
part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 
_ Whether you’re getting your copies from 
| your newsagent or having them sent direct to 
your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


_ You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 

_ example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 

_ 12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers 

| from the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 
Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 


4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastern Mail | 


_ Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
_ price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
| parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth 
part). 
KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 
You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 
26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
' above address, stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
_ enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 
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Bold had been kidnapped by Scarface, but, 
unaware that his son had escaped, Fox had 
gone in search of Bold. Vixen and Badger 
were wondering what to do when ... 


‘Tll go to Fox’s aid,” said Badger. “I'll come with 
you,” said Owl. “Come along Moley,” Badger 
said to Mossy. “We old soldiers must battle on.” 


Friendly came running back. “Father gave 
himself up so I could go free,” he said. Then 
he noticed his brother, Bold. “And all the time 
you are free!” he exclaimed. Bold hung his 
head, ashamed. 


~“ ' awe 
Mossy woke up. “Who are we fighting?” he 
asked, nervously. “Scarface, of course,” said 
Badger. “Aren’t you listening?” Mossy slipped 
hurriedly off Badger’s back as Badger walked 
on, talking away. 


At the blue foxes’ earth, the Stag was talking 
to Scarface. “The red fox cleared the Park of 
poachers. You, too, suffered losses and should 
be grateful.” 


“He drew the poachers here in the first 
place,” snarled Scarface. The Stag 
continued, “He saved the White Deer herd. 
Without us there would not be a White 
Deer Park for you to live in.” 


Fox arrived, looking for Bold. “He thinks we 
have his cub — do you see a cub round here?” 
demanded Scarface. “I only came to ask if you 
had seen him,” replied Fox. 


a, © 


Fox backed away while Scarface growled. 


“Leave our Fox alone,” called Badger, as he 
joined the gathering. “Oh no!” groaned Fox. 


“T wouldn’t have that common cub in my 
earth,” said Lady Blue. “In that case, we 
will have to believe you,” said the Stag. 
“Now Fox will leave your territory and you 
will let him go.” 


“Fox is just leaving,” said the Stag to Badger. 
“Qh dear, have I missed all the fun?” asked 
Badger. “What do you think of that, Moley?” 
“He’s talking to himself,” said Scarface. 


“They’re all mad!” 


When they were a safe distance from 
Scarface, Weasel and Measly started to 
sing: “Fox is king of the castle,Scarface, 
the dirty rascal.” 


“I presume I can leave the weasels to you,” 
said the Stag to Fox. “Shut up!” yelled Fox. 
“Only celebrating,” said Weasel, huffily. 


“We’ve got to find Bold,” said Fox. “He’s at 
home,” Badger told him. “What!” cried Fox. 
They rushed home to see him. 


“Thank heavens you're safe,” said Vixen, 
when Fox, Badger and the weasels returned. 
“This whole matter was all the fault of 
Weasel, I shouldn’t wonder,” said Owl. 


P 


“But as for you ...” snarled Fox to Bold. 
“From now on you toe the line and do what I 
tell you.” “Don’t be too hard on him,” said 
Vixen. “You were young once, too.” 


“No it’s not, she saved my life by calling the 
Stag,” said Fox. “Three cheers for Weasel,” 
said Badger. “Hip, hip, hurray!” 


7 This Park isn't big 
enough for both 
of us. 


“Tll say goodbye ... forever,” said Bold, 
setting off. 


Next week: Free at last. 


“It’s all right, mother. I’m going away. I can’t 
live here with him. I need my own space.” 
“But you're too young to go off on your own,” 
cried Vixen. 


All About... 


During the breeding season, 
we males change colour. 
Our belly and throat turn 
orangey red, our eyes bright 
blue and our back green. 
Each male guards his 
territory fiercely, and if 
another stickleback enters, 
he will stand on his head, 
make his spines stand up 
and beat his fins furiously. If 
this threat doesn’t work, the 
two fish may try to bite each 
other. Usually the intruder 
gives up. His bright colours 
fade and his dorsal fin (on 
the top of his back) is 
lowered as he swims away. 


6¢Hello there. I’m Stickleback — 
Three-spined stickleback, to be 
precise. There are lots and lots of 
us in ponds, rivers and lakes 
all over the British Isles. 
Some of us even make our i 
way out to the North Sea, y a °E— 
where we stay quite BY : 
close to the surface. 
We're easy to spot 
because we like open 
stretches of water with 
just a few clumps of 
water plants where we 
can hide from predators. 
As we're not very strong 
swimmers, we keep out of 
strong currents . 99 


COUNT THE SPINES 

I have two relatives in Britain: 
the Nine-spined and the 
Fifteen-spined stickleback. 
Although we all have sharp 
spines for protection, it’s 
quite easy to tell us apart. 


A The Nine-spined stickleback can have 
anything from seven to 12 spines on top of 

its back. Their spines are shorter than mine 
and closer together. Nine-spined sticklebacks 
grow to 5cm and prefer shallow ponds and 


<q We Three-spined sticklebacks 
ditches with quite a lot of plants in them. 


have three spines on our backs. The 
first two are longer and thicker than the 
third. We also have some spines on the 
belly. We are normally brownish silver 
and grow to about 5cm, but my cousins 
who go out to sea can reach 9cm. 


<q The Fifteen-spined stickleback is long 
and thin with a pointed snout and 15 short 
spines along its back. It is greenish grey 
and can be up to twice my size. lt lives in 
shallow parts of the sea and in estuaries. 


All About... 
Super-dads 


¢6When it comes to bringing up the eo ea oe 


¥ Then | fill the hollow with bits of plants, You would imagine that the stickleback’s 
young, we males do most of the work. All which I carry in my mouth. | glue them together armour of sharp spines protects it against 
the females have to do is lay the eggs. with a sticky substance from my kidneys. | being snapped up by other creatures. In fact, 
In March, | stake out a patch of shallow, shape it into a mound with my head and make several animals make a meal out of 
open water where I can build a nest for a tunnel inside with my whole body. sticklebacks, including Pike, trout, Otters and 


certain birds. Some gulls, like the Kingfisher, 
knock the spines off before swallowing the fish. 
Others, such as Pike and trout, gulp them down 
whole, though their young, whose mouths and 
guts are not as tough as the adults’, make sure 
they swallow the sticklebacks head first so the 
spines do not catch in their throats. 


the young. | guard this territory against 
other males until the end of June.99 


WORN OUT 

A male usually persuades several females to 
lay their eggs in his nest. Since each female 
can lay 300 or more eggs, the male can end up 


caring for up to 900 eggs in one season. He is A To make the nest, | make a hollow on the 
so exhausted after his full-time job as parent bottom of the pond or river by sucking in the sand 
that he usually dies at the end of the season. or mud and then spitting it out, away from the site. 


> My next job is to attract a female. | doa zigzag 
dance, with my mouth open and my spines 
standing up. When a female approaches, | swim 
up beside her, touching her sides to persuade her 
to lay her eggs in the tunnel. Once she has done 
this, | fertilize them and then drive her away. 


CARING FOR THE YOUNG 
To make sure the developing eggs 
have enough oxygen, | fan the water 
around the nest. Sometimes | make 
small holes in the nest to make the 
water move round them more. | also 
\ pick out any dead or diseased eggs. 
After about eight days, or longer if 
the water is very cold, the young 
hatch. For about a week they stay in 
or close to the nest. If they wander off 
/ too far | scoop them up in my mouth 
and spit them back into the nest. 


After about 10 days, they are old 
enough to look after themselves. They 
feed on small water creatures. Once 
they are big enough, they join up with 
other sticklebacks and swim round in 
schools in the open water. 


atlas 


I’m so glad to have found a mate at last. 

| just couldn’t find a partner to suit me in 
White Deer Park. Then Mole came along 

and wanted someone to keep him warm. 
So | jumped down into his tunnel and we 
were a very happy couple. 


Drawing Watelless 


BEFORE YOU stARt.- _ 
PRACTISE DRAW! 
THESE SHAPES - 
PEAR SHAPES AN ; 
CURVED LINES 
DRAW A 
Q PEAR SHAPE 
~ 
ADD A 
MUZZLE TO 
THE HEAD 
DRAW TWO 
\, CURVES FOR 
THE ARMS 
ne iy 
DRAW THREE CURVED 
LINES FOR THE LEGS 
ROUND OFF THE JOIN 
WHERE THE HEAD 
AND NECK MEET 
PUT A SHORT 
LINE ON THE 
MUZZLE FOR 
THE MOUTH 
DRAW CLAWS 
ON THE FEET 
AND HER 
LEFT PAW 
DRAW A 
SMALLER 
PEAR SHAPE a 
FOR THE V-SHAPE FOR 
_ THE TAIL 


DRAW A SHORT LINE 
WHERE THE LEGS MEET 


DRAW A CIRCLE 
FOR THE HEAD 


FOR THE BODY 


Z ADD TWO EYES 
3 DRAW A CURVED 


LINE ACROSS 


ADD A NOSE es 
ADD A PAW | ADD THREE 
TO HER LINES TO HER 
RIGHT ARM LEFT ARM 
DRAW A SHORT 
LINE AT THE END 
OF EACH FOOT 
DD PuPILs 
hi Sait DRAW SOME SHORT 
CURVED LINES TO 
SHAPE THE FACE 


AND BODY 


ADD THREE 
LITTLE DOTS TO 
THE MUZZLE 
FOR WHISKERS 


DRAW TWO 
CURVED LINES 


ON THE TUMMY 
ROUGH UP 
THE FUR A BIT 


FINISH OFF THE CLAWS 


~ AGARDEN 
IN SUMMER 


{ 66When I’m in town | like to 
5 \ <4 <>Spend summer evenings 
SD playing in the garden. 
r During the heat of the 
day, the garden is full of activity and wildlife. 
While children splash in the paddling pool, 
masses of insects investigate flowers and 
explore cold drinks left on a garden table. 
I'd like to chase the pet bunny as it stretches 
its legs on the lawn, or jump up at the birds 
as they dive low after flies. But it’s safer to 
wait for dark before sniffing around.99 


Bold’s Challenge: when I’m not 

playing, | like to sniff out a snail or 
two. How many snails can you see 
sunbathing in the garden? 


Secret World of: ¢ (ag. 


There’s so much going on SS 
that six snails are not easy to find. 
Did you get the one on the edge 
of the paddling pool? 


The Speckled bush cricket is quite 
common in gardens in the countryside 
but it’s difficult to spot among nettles, 
brambles and other garden plants. The 
male has a brown stripe along its back 
but the female has only a thin line. 


The Painted lady 
arrives in Britain from 
the far south of Europe 
in spring. By summer 
there’s a new brood, 
and butterflies are 
dancing in flowery 
gardens all over 
Europe. 


The Tobacco plant’s 
flowers usually open 
in the evening. When 

y (, the night-shift insects 

get a whiff of its 


heavy fragrance they 
make a beeline for 
_ the baccy. 
- oe 
The Wasp beetle is a 
dead ringer for a wasp. It The Spotted flycatcher - 
has the same black and believe it or not - is a hunter J a 
yellow markings anda of flies and other insects. It is YI LET Ba — 
waspish antennae sits on a perch waiting for — \ re, BS “ 
waggle. The beetle’s a fly, then swoops, —— = 
larvae can be found in catches it, and returns to its a a 
old fence posts and perch. You can sometimes hear > 
} other dead timber. the clap of its bill as it snaps 
# shut on the insect. 


The Hummingbird 
hawk-moth hovers in 
front of flowers while it 
dips its long tongue inside 
to get at the nectar. You 
House martins spend a lot of time on the wing might spot it hovering by 
catching insects. They take their booty back to a sunny wall. 

their mud nest, where chicks are waiting. The 

nest is built under the roof of a house. 


Lilac grows wild in many 
places and is also grown 
in lots of gardens, as a 
shrub or tree. Butterflies 
galore are attracted to 
its sweet-smelling 
blooms. 


Black garden ants have a 
taste for sweet, sticky things 
like left-over picnic fruit and 
cakes. They often build their 
nests in garden paths or on 
lawns, but they’ll even 
come into the house 
looking for food. 


FLOWER FUN 


Did you know that many of the flowers in 
your garden are edible (able to be eaten)? 

* For example, nasturtium and marigold 

petals look pretty sprinkled on a salad. Of 

course, lots of flowers are not edible, so 

never eat anything from the garden 

1 without checking with an adult first. 


Edible 


flowers 


DAISIES 
Both the leaves and the 
heads of daisies are edible. 
Next time you have vegetable 
soup, float some of the 
“<' flower-heads on top. 


Squirrel says 
Don't pick flowers 
to eat from roadsides 
or fields — they 
might be polluted 
with pesticides or 
exhaust fumes. 


CHICKWEED 

Wash chickweed thoroughly. 
Then you can eat it raw, or 
cook it with butter and a little 
salt for 10-15 minutes. 


STINGING NETTLES 
Young nettle tops make 
delicious soup - wear 
gloves when you pick them 
so you don’t sting yourself. 


~ 


a 


hat sort of 


Wha’ 
nd 
cnildren «= CUNT TEA 


flor pans \w00\8 This is delicious and very 
5401p! ut good for settling your DANDELION 
stomach. If you don’t have . Dandelion leaves are edible, 
mint growing in your garden, you but don’t try eating the flowers. 


can always buy some from the supermarket. 
Wash a bunch of mint leaves and put them in a 


i dul freshly boiled 
water on tothe leaves, Walt a tow minutes and FLOWER IGE-CUBES 


you’ll have a healthy cuppa. 


Make some special ice-cubes for a summer 
party. Pick some daisies and violets. Wash 
them thoroughly. Cut off the I~ 
flower-heads and put one into each / ee 
compartment of an ice-tray. Fill the // 
tray with water and put it in the eis 
freezer. As well as flowers, you 
can use summer fruits like 
blackberries or raspberries. / 


GOP Qe Ka 2 BO D Ea Zy 
Ye ill d: 
LAVEN DER BASKETS abate eee Bee flowers with long stems (about 


You can keep a lavender basket in your wardrobe 30cm), cotton thread, 1cm-wide ribbon (about 1.5m). 
to make your clothes smell sweet. Or put it in 
the airing cupboard to perfume your 
towels and sheets. 


] Gather the lavender 
flowers into a bunch and 
tie some string round just 
below the flower-heads. 


CES lOH 


LL ZF“ ‘iower-heads back 
and tuck them inside the 
stems. Cut about 1m of ribbon 
and push one end well into the 


Zz flower-heads. Weave the ribbon round the 
== the bunch, in and out of the stems. Go all the way 


the ribbon into the stems at the bottom of the bunch. 


tie a bow round the bottom of your 
lavender basket. Trim the stems so 
they're all of equal length. 


COLOUR YOUR OWN FLOWER 


You can turn a white flower - carnations 
are ideal - into a red and blue flower. 


You will need: a white flower, two 
empty, clean jam jars, different coloured 
inks (at least two), a sharp knife. 


3 Put the jam jars close together 
and place the flower so that you've 
got half the stem in each jar. 


2 Ask a grown-up to split the 
stem of the flower lengthwise 
with a sharp knife. 


Put a different coloured 
ink into each jam jar. 


Tell your friends you 
found a brand new type of 
flower in the garden! 


down the stems, or as far as your ribbon will reach. Tuck 


Squirrel says 
Check with a 
grown-up before you 
start-picking flowers 
from the garden. 


NOME-WADE PERFUME 


This would make a lovely present for your mum or an older sister. 


You will need: 

small, clean jam jar with a tight-fitting lid, water, fresh 
flower petals (choose scented ones like roses and 
carnations), an empty perfume bottle, 1cm-wide ribbon, 
small sieve, small perfume funnel (sold in the chemist). 


@ Pour water into the jar 

until it won't hold any more. 
Screw the lid on tightly and 
leave it for a month. 


Q] Fill up a jar with petals. 


3 Strain the contents 
of the jar and pour 
the perfume into an 
empty perfume bottle. } 
Tie the ribbon in a ’ 
bow round the neck 
of the bottle. 


YW Ny An 
Home-made pot pourri smells much nicer You will need: f 
than chemical air-fresheners and it’s easy to _ flower petals (such as rose, jasmine, French marigolds 
make in the summer when there are lots of 
sweet-smelling flowers in bloom. 


and honeysuckle), a large bowl, salt, a tea-towel, orris 
root powder (buy this at the chemist’s), scented oils 


(from a health shop), spoon. 
q Put a layer of petals in a bowl 
and then a layer of salt. Keep @ Cover the bow! with a 3 Give the petal mixture a good stir and { 
putting in layers like this until clean tea-towel and leave it then sprinkle some orris root powder on 
the bowl is full. in a dark, airy place for the top. Add three or four drops of 


scented oil. Stir again, then cover the 
bowl and leave it for a few hours. 


about 10 days. 


@ Put the pot-pourti into a nice bow! 
and it will give a sweet smell to the room 
as well as looking good. If you think the 
smell is starting to fade, just give it a good 
stir again. You can always add another 
drop or two of scented oil, too. 


FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + Fé 


SQUABBLES 


Animals have many ways of showing their 
anger - from head butting to wrestling. They 

usually fight over food, to win a mate, to claim a 
territory or to show who's boss. But they can get 
bad-tempered for all kinds of other reasons. 


A FIN FIGHT 

Male Siamese fighting fish squaring up 
for a scrap show they mean business 
by quivering their big, colourful fins. 
After the fight, their beautiful fins may 
end up tatty and ripped. 


4 WARTS AND ALL 
The ‘warts’ on a male Warthog’s 
face are not meant to be preity. 
They are special pads of fat 
designed io protect its eyes from 
a rival’s tusks in mock fights. 


‘vV CARCASS FRACAS 


A squabbling mass of scavengers arrives to 
feast on a dead zebra. There’s never enough 


to go round - and that means trouble. 
Vultures not only squabble between 
themselves, but fight with jackals 

and other animals over the menu. 


: Which long-eared British animals box? 


pINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + 


< PAIN IN THE NECK ; 
Male Giraffes settle their differences by pushing 
and hitting each other with their necks. It’s a safe 


way of sparring without using their lanky legs. But 


when in serious trouble, Giraffes are capable of 
kicking a lion to death with their long shanks. 


Xion! 


STINK FIGHT 

Instead of biting, scratching or 
wrestling, these male Ring-tailed lemurs 
have a stink fight. It’s a strange and 
smelly battle in which the contestants lift 
their tails and let fly with foul odours. 


“soley: 


Ne 


A FOXY FEUD 
Scarface and Fox — never 
the best of friends — were 
bound to do battle before 
long. When it finally came 
to a nasty duel, Fox almost 
came a cropper. Luckily for 
him, a rogue pinecone 
blocked Scarface’s death 
blow and gave Fox victory. 


isn't big 
enough for 
both of us. 


Greeeeeerreee! 
eel i 


VWANEMONE 
ENEMIES 

Who would have thought 
that Beadlet anemones 
could be so aggressive? 


They 


really hate their 


neighbours getting too 


close 


and quickly let them 


know how they feel. 


<@STR 


AWBERRY SUMO 


Strawberry arrow-poison 


en 


ea 


frogs don’t have many 
emies. That’s because 
they are the most 
poisonous frogs in the 
world. Male frogs only 
have each other to 
worry about. When 
two males are afte: 
the same area of 
Amazon rainforesi, 
they wresile for it 


Puzzle tt ouf ==" 


POAGHIERS! 


While Badger was walking in the Park, he came across 
some strange muddy tracks. “I wonder where these go,” =i 
he thought to himself, and started following them. ge : 
After a few minutes he could hear some sad little 

squeals. He hurried as fast as a heavy old badger —_—s 
could to find a baby rabbit caught by its paw in 

a trap. “Don’t worry, little one,” he said, kindly, 

“I'll help you,” and soon the little rabbit was free. . = 


o e 
° F 
TANGLED TRACKS ; ? gore 
Which track leads to & Le e r 
the baby rabbit? ptf he ee. 
2 a $ “m ° a0 Rt * ae? “4, 
+ “a . % & 
H - 


‘POACHER’S PREY 
Fill in the dots to find out what the 


poacher’s prey is. € NSIC 
y \ me “ae 3 
MPEG am 


Badger held his breath. The poacher came 
nearer and then — crash! He fell into the hole 
that Badger had covered with bracken. 


36 “Now I'll call the others,” thought Badger. 
But too late! The hole wasn’t deep enough. 
3s The poacher slowly pulled himself out, stood 
34 up and limped off. 
2 33 “Oh no!” groaned Badger. “If I'd asked the 


others to help me instead of doing it on my 
own, we probably would have caught him.” 


ra aa And he loped away with his head hanging. 


And so Badger began to dig. 

The next night Badger hid himself in the 
bushes and waited. He was starting to get 
tired when he heard footsteps. Sure enough, 
a poacher was coming that way. 


oo © 


“Those terrible poachers!” sighed 
Badger. “Perhaps, if | dug a deep 
hole and disguised it, | could 

catch one. Then everyone would 
say how brave and clever | was.” 


LOST WELLIES 

The poacher has lost his 
wellington boots. Can you find a 
pair of them among these? 


HIDING ANIMALS 
There are six woodland animals hiding 
in this bush - can you see them? 


Puzzle it ouf ===” 


TOOLS OF THE TRADE 

The answers to the clues are all five-letter 
words. Put them in the grid reading across 
and the letters in the shaded diagonal row 
will spell out something used by a poacher. 


Instead of catching animals, play 


GATGN IT! 


You’ll need a sheet of paper, a balloon, 
some small hoops or curtain rings, a 
sturdy chair and a friend. 


Ask your friend to stand on a chair and drop 
the sheet of paper. You must try and catch it 
between your finger and thumb before it 

reaches the ground. Can you do it? 


2 Another name 
for serpent. 


3 A large man-eating fish. Blow up a balloon, tie 
the end and give it to 
your friend to drop. Try 
and catch it with only 


one hand. Easy? lm 
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Finally, ask your friend to drop the 
curtain rings one by one. You must 


try and catch each ring on one 
finger. How did you do? 


4 One name for rain, 
thunder and lightning, 


5 A boot with a blade on it. 


Now swap places with your friend 
and see if he can do any better! 


SWAPPING SKINS 
If the Farthing Wood animals swapped 
their skins, they might look like this. 
Can you see who’s wearing whose skin? 


Toad/Badger, Newt/Squirrel, Adder/Weasel, Badger/Fox, 


SWAPPING SKINS Weasel is in Kestrel’s skin, Fox in Adder’s, 
Kestrel/Mole, Squirrel/Toad, Mole/Newt. 


HIDING ANIMALS Mouse, stag, badger, fox, rabbit, squirrel. 


TOOLS OF THE TRADE 1 Shell 2 Snake 3 Shark 


TANGLED TRACKS Track B. LOST WELLIES 3 and 5. 
4 Storm 5 Skate. Diagonal row: Snare. 


POACHER’S PREY A stag. 


ANSWERS 


BARN 


ji 


Colour it 


RATS DIN Wile 
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